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On Dec. 11, Spanish news service EFE cited Sen. Edmundo Murrugarra as saying that on Dec. 9,
Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (MRTA) rebels dynamited a Mobil Oil exploration site in
the Upper Huallaga Valley, located 600 km. northeast of Lima. According to Murrugarra, the rebels
took two helicopter pilots hostage, and forced them to fly over the site. Rebels threw explosives
from the helicopter. Energy Minister Fernando Sanchez told reporters Dec. 12 that the attack by 150
rebels occurred on Dec. 11, causing up to $3 million in damages to oil drilling equipment, satellite
communications systems, computers, helicopter hangars and other equipment. No one was injured
in the attack. He added that the rebels forced a helicopter pilot to help them destroy installations
several kilometers from the Mobil encampment. According to a report by the Associated Press,
the installation was operated by a Mobil subcontractor, the Halliburton Geophysical Service.
Apparently, the MRTA was held responsible largely because of an editorial published recently
in the weekly newspaper Caretas. The weekly is believed to be a mouthpiece of the MRTA by
police and several politicians. According to Caretas, the Mobil exploration contract was called a
"swindle," since it permits Mobil to "carry away all the profits." On Dec. 13, Mobil Oil announced
temporary suspension of the search for oil in the Upper Huallaga area. In September 1989, Mobil
signed a contract with the state-run oil company Petroperu to explore four lots in the Huallaga. The
company has already spent $15 million to explore the area, and the contract obliges Mobil to spend
at least $107.5 million. A unidentified Mobil spokesperson cited by AP said that before the attack
the company had stationed guards at the camp only to "deter petty theft." He said the camp would
not reopen until the armed forces agree to protect the workers. Peru produces about 132,000 barrels
of oil per day. Between 1981 and 1989, proven reserves dropped from 835.2 to 405.9 million barrels.
Foreign companies have shown renewed interest in Peru after the government changed exploration
regulations in 1987. (Basic data from EFE, 12/11/90; AFP, 12/12/90; AP, 11/13/90)
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